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UNITED STATES INFORMATION AGENCY i//' & \ 

WASHINGTON 


June 17, 1959 


B.R, 


Hughes : 

response to your request for views regarding 
a Bill "to create the Freedom Commission 


ete.... # this Agency submits the following comments. 

„ Xn we feel that the Bill would provide 

for duplication of many existing programs, and would 
create some overseas information problems, 

As you know, this Agency reaches audiences abroad 
on a continuing basis with factual information about 
Sine-Soviet Communist doctrines and policies, as well 
** objectives and tactics of international Communism, 
imis is in furtherance of the mission of " . . .unmasking 

countering hostile attempts to distort or to frustrate 
the objectives and policies of the United States," assigned 
f^sident in 1953 when the information program was 
established in an independent agency. 

the proposed Freeds® Academy includes a program de- 
voted to the teaching of foreign students about Communism 
and methods to counteract its adverse effects. The Academy 
as as institution and this program in particular present 
several inherent problems . First, establishment of the 
Academy, as well as the Special Commission and the Joint 
Committee, would be interpreted by many audiences abroad 
as a further sign of what they consider to be the already 
excessive preoccupation of the United States with Communism. 
Second^ the program for foreign students would be very y 
limited and negative in scope, teaching than essentially to 
fee against Communism rather than for anything. Third, the 
program for non-American students would be interpreted by 
many foreign audiences as an attempt by the United States 
to intervene in the internal affairs of sovereign nations 


Hr. Fhillip S. Hughes 
Assistant Director for 
legislative Reference 
Of the Budget 
Washington 25, B.C. 
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in a wp which would affect their relationships with 
f2j e 2f} 8 ® friendly countries and governments. Finally, the 
effectiveness of the individual foreign participants would 

?!L 8 ?y>F e ! y r ® 3trloted the fact that they would be readily 
identified Up© n return to their country of origin, and their 
future conduct or activity attributed to united States » 
ip* o • 

Agency would, of course, welcome as a source of 

i * s , 0v ®rseas program Americans, 
complete the training which the 
proposed Academy is intended to provide. We believe, how- 
ever* that increased sunner**. av4af4r>» ****4 n -r * 



augmented ©n a more economical baste 


the ?*!♦ Information Agency presently participates in 
and cooperates with other Governmental and private training 
programs, including armed service colleges, devoted to all 
phases of the international Communist problem. Moreover, 
within the statutory limitation proscribing domestic in- 
formational activities, the Agency makes available to other 
Government agencies, the press and Congress, to the fullest 
ejtent possible, all pertinent Information in its possession 
concerning the Communist propaganda threat to the United 
States and the Free World. 

of vlew J& ere are overseas 

information problems Inherent in H.R. 3880, and most of the 
S0i ught by H.R. 3880 could be achieved more 
efficiently and economically by modification and expansion 
of existing programs rather than by creation of the pro- 
posed new organisations and programs. F 

Sincerely yours. 


Harry lyson Carter 
General Counsel and 
Congressional Liaison 
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